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LETTERS TO GENERAL GREENE AND OTHERS 

Annotated by Joseph W. Barnwell 

(Continued from the January number) 

[KEATING SIMONS TO MAJOR BURNET] 

Watbo October 5 th 1782. 
Sir 

By desire of Gen 1 Marion I herewith Inclose you a Monthly re- 
turn of the Troops under his Command, which beg you will for- 
ward to the Adjutant Gen 1 , being unacquainted with his name 

I am respectfully Sir 

Your Most Ob* Serv' 

Keat g Simons 1 
Assist* M. B. 
Major Burnet. 
Endorsed: From M r . K. Simons 
Oct 5: 1782. 

[W. DANSEY TO ] 

Fort Johnston 
Sunset. Nov r . 25 th . 1782. 
Sir. 

I neither Command Boats, Winds or Tides, I can't answer 
for People mistaking Names to me, I tell you as I am imform'd 

1 Keating Simons was Brigade Major in the Revolutionary War accord- 
ing to General Wilmot G. De Saussure's list. The signature to this letter 
seems to show that he was only "assistant" at the time. 
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the Mulatto wounded in the Shoulder is dead, the Man wounded 
in the Leg has lost it and it wou'd be Barbarity to move him or 
he shou'd have come for Foreman, Lieut. Moore is doing well I 
saw him Yesterday myself and if you want further Information 
you must apply to Town as no Flag will be received at this Post. 

I am, Sir, Your most humble Servant 
W. Dansey. 2 

[ARTHUR MIDDLETON TO LYMAN HALL] 

Addressed: His Excellency 

Lyman Hall Esquire 
Augusta, 
Georgia 
by M r Melvin. 

Cedar Grove March 1, 1783. 
Sir, 

By desire of M r . Melvin I take the Liberty of troubling your 
Excellency with the relation of a Circumstance which respects 
him & myself — soon after my return home, I met upon the road 
& took possession of a Negro fellow who is my property & had 
been carried off by the Enemy — M r Melvin laid claim to him 
alledging he had purchased him in Georgia where he was con- 
demned & sold under the assumed name of Ben as part of the 
Cargo of a prize vessel captured by the Brig Edward owned by 
M r . Ogden of N°. Carolina & commanded by Cap n . Samuel Good- 
erd. M r . Melvin farther alledges that the Negro was known 
to be my property at the time of Sale & that he bid for him with 
Intention of offering him to me— I cannot help observing that 
I never should have expected such unkind usage from a Court 
of Admirality in Georgia, being conscious of having endeavoured 
to conduct myself both in private & public Life in such way as 

8 This letter refers to what is said to have been the very last encounter 
in America between the British and American forces during the Revolutionary 
War in which blood was shed. An expedition was planned by Kosciuszko 
to surprise a party of wood-cutters on James Island about a month before the 
evacuation of Charleston on December 14, 1782. It was a failure, the enemy 
being found ready for them, and the gallant Captain Wililam Wilmot of the 
Maryland line was killed and Lieut. Moore referred to in the letter, also of 
the same line, was mortally wounded dying after the evacuation of the city. 
(Garden's Anecdotes, Vol. 1, page 91). 
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to merit Milder treatment — I have refused to deliver up the 
Negro to M r . Melvin, & shall keep possession of him knowing 
that there is in my favour a Clause of an Ordinance of Congress 
passed in December 1781 by which the recaptor is only entitled 
to a "reasonable Salvage not exceeding 1/4 of the value" — which 
Salvage I shall willingly pay when it is properly demanded — 
M r Melvin says he gave £50 sterling for the fellow & I imagin 
his desire of my acquainting your Excellency with the facts 
arise from an Expectation of your Interference & good Office in 
getting the money refunded; to effect which I doubt not you will 
be stimulated by that Love of Equity Justice and good Govern- 
ment which I have long known you to possess. 
Wishing you health and an easy Seat 

I have the honour to be 
Your Excellency's Obedient and 
very humble Servant 
Arthur Middleton. 3 
His Excellency 
Lyman Hall Esquire 

[HERIOT AND TUCKER TO JOHN RUTLEDGE] 

George Town 30 th January 1795 
Sir 

We have just received your's of the 23 Inst, and agreeably to 
your request have inclosed an affadavit setting forth the Loss of 
the Public Stores in the Department of the Commissary General 
taken by the British Forces in this place and the Vicinity in 
the year 1780. 

Annexed to the Affadavit are the kinds, quantity and Value 
of the Property to the best of our Judgement, any other informa- 
tion you may wish to have we shall be very ready to give it. 

The vessels that were Captured were Loaded with Provisions 
in order to send round to Charleston but being detained at this 
Bar for some time by adverse Winds it was Judged expedient 
to send them up the Waccamaw as high as they could possibly 
go for safety. 

* Arthur Middleton, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence 
was elected a delegate to the Continental Congress by the Jacksonborough 
Assembly which met in January, 1782. Lyman Hall was Governor of Geor- 
gia for one term from 1783. Like Middleton he was one of the "signers." 
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Mr. Cogdell is in the Country at present When he comes to 
Town we shall speak to him on the subject & make no doubt 
but he will do what you request. 
We remain very respectfully Sir 

Your very Hble Serv*". 
Heriot & Tucker 
The Honble John Rutledge 

[GEORGE WASHINGTON TO GOV. EDWARD RUTLEDGeJ 

Addressed: His Excellency 

Governor Rutledge 
Charleston 
G°. Washington 

Stamped, Alex. Va. Sep. 9. 
Marked Free. 

Mount Vernon Sep r . 9 th : 1799. 
My dear Sir, 

Brigadier General Washington called upon me on Saturday 
night and went off again on Sunday Morning. — His anxiety 
to get to Carolina as soon as possible (having been detained to 
the Eastward longer than he expected) prevented his passing 
more time with me. — He gave me the model of the Cannon which 
you was so good as to present to me, and by him I wrote a hasty 
line to you acknowledging the receipt of it &c. 

This morning I had the pleasure to receive, under a blank 
cover from the War office, your obliging favour of the 3 d . of Aug.* 
and a letter addressed to Brigad'. General Washington, which 
I shall forward so as to get to his hands before he leaves this state. 

Permit me, my dear Sir, to repeat my thanks for the model 
of the Cannon, and to assure you of my grateful acknowledge- 
ments for the kind and friendly sentiments contained in your 
letter. — No man can wish more sincerely than I do, that we may 
not be drawn into the conflict in which the European powers 
are now involved; but, at the same time, no one is more anxious 
that we should make every possible preparation to meet such an 
event, if it should be unavoidable. 

In order to this, we should embrace the present moment to 
make our Establishments as respectable as circumstances will 
permit, and neglect no opportunity of introducing into them every 
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improvement in the Military Art that can be useful, let it come 
from what quarter so ever it may. 

I am sorry to inform you that M rs . Washington has been con- 
fined by a fever for some days past. She seems at present to 
be a little better; — but is still very low. She is thankful for 
M rs Rutledge's kind regards and most Sincerely reciprocates 
them, in which she is joined by — My dear Sir, 

Your affec*. friend and 
Obedient Servant 
G°: Washington 4 
His Excellency 
Governor Rutledge 

4 As General Washington died on December 14, 1799 this letter was among 
the last which he wrote. It is written in his well known handwriting, and with 
as much care as though he had been a man of leisure, and not in chief command 
of the armies of the United States when War with France seemed nearly upon 
us. The sentiments as to what is now called "preparedness" sound very- 
modern. The "General Washington" mentioned in the letter was the Colonel 
Washington of the Revolution, who had married and remained in South Caro- 
lina after the War. 



